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We've lived in the North Boroughs for about sixteen years, thirteen of them in
Bellevue, just a few miles north of Pittsburgh. We chose to live in Bellevue because
it has great public transportation, easy access to downtown, and is a walkable
community. It also feels like a small town with its main street and many long-time,
multi-generational families.

t see the Shenango coke plant Dut w o know o talk about it You see it every day, and
col 111, For years | thought | was smelling  you are sort of powerless to change anything.
sewage treatment, but | found out that it was You can't just pack up and move, 5o it became
actually sulfur discharges from the plant. |1 just one more thing to worry about. & (0!



this world strong and as unpoluted a5 possibie
¥ears later | discovered that his bedroom window
wias dowrmaind from the factony, We would keep
the window apen 50 ke could get fresh air and
s the tee we had planted for him. He has had
asthma ever since, |t was very aggravating when |
found cut that | moved close o one of the region’s
baggest polluters. You feel powearless and angry
This is going to affect my children's health for

the rest of their lives, and there is nothing | could
irmrmediately do W stop il

| learned about ACCAMN and began attending their
rmeetings. | signad patitions and communicated
with legislatoss. | went to meetings swith the health
dapartrment and talked o therm directly about

air quality issues, sharing my story at one of the

hret cammunity meatngs. There wasn't a lot of
dialogue at that point, | felt they were just giving us
tirme toowent, 1 was frustrating. | think the dialcgue
stared a few meatings after that, and | was encour-
aged that it continued.

I'm proud of the people in Sur Sommunity who
came together around this cause, Thney repre-
sented different generations, faith-based groups,
small businesses, and community organizations
remember walking inta the Bellevue Barber Shop
and seeing kocal faith leaders that | hadnt imagined
would be irvabed in this issue. | stood side by
side with business owners, young moms, and
retirees. I'm very proud that the group grew
and continues to push for improved alr quality.

| heard about Shenango's closing on the radio

| read ermadls from cormmurity groups that
confirmed it was true, After vears of community
ACUVISI, The plant was goeng 1o shut down. It was
definitely a relief. I'm not going to miss the smell of
sulfur when | open my windows,

Some people were surprised when the closure was
annaunced, Many peaple breathed a sigh of relief
Since then, there hasn't been the same urgency o
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This is going to affect my
children’s health for the rest of

their lives, and there is nothing |
could immediately do to stop it.

talk about our community's air, Pecple don's remark
an the improvement, bul | think they nobce o

This iz a city of innovation; a more environmen-
tally friendly development on the Shenango
site must be possible. | think a solar array or wind
farm wiould be fantastic. We have green energy
being manufactured locally. What an apportunity to
showcase it in a visible location on the ORig Rivar,

Fittsburgh's air guality s not a problem of days
gore by, [T may not be visible, but it definitely is still a
problerm. We are failing when benchmarked aganst
other cities, When | tell people that my father grew
up in the Steel Valley and rnow Ras remendous
breathing problems, they aren't surprised. But they
dont make the cannection when | say my son has
asthrma and we live near Shenango, s not the
same visibly dirty Pittsburgh, with dirty skies.
Our city does look better and Is more attractive
in many ways, but air guality still impacts all of
¥ It's 3 regional problem. We need multiple layers
of the community=Citizens, legislators, regulators
COrporations—i0 work togetner, Just because we
can’t s it dossnt maan it's not hapganing.

| don't think cne site closing 15 going Lo imprawve
our air enough, There's ancther site on the other
giche of the city. As long as that and other sites are
causing pollution, we still have a problem, Lntil
these sies are in compliance with regulations,
corporate Amernca isn't being held responsible for
what they're supposed 1o do.

Until we have one of the top air quality levels in the country, we still have a lot of
work to do. One victory is the beginning. We need to keep the momentum going.
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