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| moved to Bellevue in 2014 after living on the East End of Pittsburgh. My realtor
sent us an article about the town and it's downtown area with shops. | like being
outside 50 a community with sidewalks and places you can walk to, and its
proximity to downtown, was a huge selling point.
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Health Departrment, the agency that i tasked with
protecting the health, welfare, and guality of life of
the residents of Allegheny County, 1o hotd them
accountable to do their job. That's why | joined
Allegherny County Clean Air Mow, a local citizen's
group that is working to make sure the agency
Lasked with cur health is protecting us residents.

In general, | don't think the county has any interast
in beuching industry, Decauze while they like to
promote this idea that the city is now & greener
place 1o live, that's really a smoke and mirrors
routing, Where is the realization that if they really
weanted to make I‘-'ittl;burgh a livable city, clean air
should be the number ane pricrnity?

| found out about Shenango closing from an email,
It said "Merry Chnstrmas” and that Shenango was
closing, | thouwght it was a joke so limmediately
checked the news and found something that said
DTE Energy had in fact announced that Shenango
weas elosing. | was just incredibly relisved that thare
was going to be an end to this particular pollu-
tion source. 5o there was an immense amount of
refief and overall nappiness that after everything
eyeryone in s ares has baen tirough with that
plant, £ was coming tg an end

The air quality s noticeably better, Even in the
SUMrmEr with the heat and humidity, and the ozone
and the particulate levels being up in the entire
regiea, b dan't smell Every once in awhile you'll
get something to remind you that you live in an
area with a lot of industry but it's not an all day
every day thing. When you get a nice night and
want ko open vour windows to sieep, we actually

can now, s amaging,

| also walk a lot more again. That has been nuge
because | tended 1o get frustrated because | would
get my daughter in the stroller and we would get
outside and getl owercome by the stench coming
fram Shenango. It has made a huge difference in the
quality of ife. It's really been major major change.

Before it was extremely anxiety producing because
wou aidn't kiowe axactly what this was domg e you.
And there was just 3 constant feeling of *l need to
move a5 500N as possible.” And that's just stressful.
That = certainly gone, which is nica, But | do still
warry about soere of the ather pollution sources
around heare,

| don't think the air quality proflems are solved. |
am reminded of that maore when | lBave the area
for a few days. | got home from a trip recently and

I arm now plagued wath a stuffy nose and conges-
ticn again, after not needing medication for maost of
the time away. And you see the haze constanthy. I1s
miuch Detter than it was, but it's still very problematic.

[ would like to see the remaining industny on Neville
Istand slowdy start to peter out, but | don't know
honw likely that is, Certainly | do not want to see the
Shenango site reindusirialized, | would like to see it
reused for something non-polluting. But | think the
anly way that wall happen s if the health depart-
ment will get their act togetner and actually take a
look at what is still going on over there,

| think that & sclar array on the site would be
fantastic. Just for Pittsburgh, just to say “hey look,
we're really reinventing ourselves, Look, we've got
a solar array on one of the largest polluting sites in
the area, Things like that,

You can have other forms of job-producing, green, sustainable energy and industry
that isn't going to make your air quality worse. | think it would be wonderful. | sadly
don’t have high hopes that it is going to happen.
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