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I've lived in Avalon, Pennsylvania, slightly north of Pittsburgh for eleven years. We
chose to live here because it has public transportation and is close to downtown.
My husband and | were both in school when we moved. The home was a good
price, and we like the walkable community

yeris It | ey sorme. There
was always the question in the back of my mind
of, “Would my son had been premature if we
had lived somewhere else?” (i has impacted our
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My grandfather worked in a steel mill on Newlle
lsland and had a lot of health issues with hes heart
and lungs, 50 he wasn't really able to enjoy his
retirement, It's hard to say what caused my grand-
father's health issuss, but | would imagine it was
Particulate matter (PM2.5) and volatile organic
compounds (VWOC2), He spent his whole career at
the mill and | don't know wehat sort of safety equig-
rment or filtration masks they had back than

[ woarned abaut the workers at Shenango who
were nght an tap of it, breathing in toead armis-
signs, When you have a company that profits in the
billions, it's egregicus for them not 1o protect ther
workers, That's winy we just wanied them o follow
L Laws, Because you Sont wanl 1o pul people
out of work. But at the same time its at what coss?
| can't put my children at risk in exchange for a job
Whal wins out, health or jobs? I1's unfortunate that
we don't have mone clean industnes that are not
putting pecple at nek, and can provide 3 family-sus-
taining incame.

| thaught hearing news of Shenango closing would
make me ecslatic. Bul it was Lwo weeks before
Christrmas, 5o for the cormmunity it felt like an early
Christmas gift, but | think all of us had in the back
of gur minds that people are losing work, | had
always thought that this battle was going 1o take
rmany years and thal there would be tme for us o
Brinig on some of the warkers and unitn as allies, |
thought we would have time to advocate for a just
transition intg clean energy and job retraining and
we didm't get that chance

It's like a night and day difference. The kids spant
the entire sLmmTer plﬂ::,'ll'll.:.l autside, We are able
towalk around the neighborhood without being
concerned that it would start stinking halfway
through cur trip. You can see the difference. It
doesn’'t get as hazy as it used to. There aren't
big puffs of smoke or steam coming out of the
place that on hot humid days would just hang in
the valley. And the cdors, wee don't smell anything
lige we wculd smell when they were aperating.
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| can’t put my children at risk
in exchange for a job. What
wins out, health or jobs?

It's unfortunate that we don't
have more clean industries that
are not putting people
at risk, and can provide a
family-sustaining income.

When vou walk up the hill vour lungs don't burn,
Before the plant was closed we were thinking about
g Ing, Bul we have no plans W moe noes

| don't think that air polluticon problems are solved
here. In the rural areas there & a lot of fracking
There are other coal-fired power plants and coke
plants. The largest coke plant in the United States,
Clairton, 5 not too far from here, 50 I'm suse theyre
dealing with worse than we were, Cn Meville

Island there are other facilities that need permits 1o
operate. 5o ju:-'.'l. Decause you cant smell it, there
are probably stll emission: o be concerned about.

We nesd to continue addressing air pollution
because there are other sources oul there and a
It of people are affected health-wise, We need
electad afficials who recognizé a praalerm and are
willing to listen to their constituents rather than
corporations. Public awareness is important. Some
longtime residents in Pittsburgh say. “It's not dark
at moon and | don't have o change my shirt when
| get nome, 5o the air s clean.” But many of the
pellutants, even though you can't see them,
have a bigger impact on your body than

originally thought because it gets into your
bloodstraam. | don't think many people are aware

of these impacts.

Now that the plant is closed | would like to see it replaced with something that is

non-polluting. The solar array would be neat—it could be the first one in Pittsburgh.

And because DTE Energy has already done that in other places, that may be a

possibility. Hopefully.
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